
CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — SENATES10138 July 29, 2003
ahead. Through his unwavering deter-
mination, Virginians will soon enjoy a 
free-flowing Rappahannock River for 
106 miles from the Chesapeake Bay to 
the Blue Ridge Mountains. The re-
moval of the Embrey Dam at Fred-
ericksburg has been a project that I am 
dedicated to completing, and COL Han-
sen’s leadership has ensured that this 
will begin next February. 

The Chesapeake 2000 Agreement re-
newed the Federal-State partnership to 
restore and improve the management 
of the living resources of the Chesa-
peake Bay. Immediately, COL Hansen 
took the goals of the agreement and 
put them into action. A central feature 
of the Chesapeake 2000 Agreement that 
I am actively involved with is the ten-
fold increase in native oyster stocks 
over the next 10 years. To accomplish 
this, we have pursued an unprecedented 
effort to build three-dimensional oys-
ter reefs in traditional oyster grounds 
throughout the bay. COL Hansen has 
taken up this challenge with unprece-
dented energy and commitment to co-
ordinate Federal and State policy-
makers and scientists. 

These are just a few examples of COL 
Hansen’s leadership in working with 
private organizations, State and local 
governments and other Federal agen-
cies to ensure the Corps responds effec-
tively to natural disasters, water re-
source development, and environ-
mental initiatives. He embodies the 
finest traditions of the Corps of Engi-
neers and the principles of public serv-
ice. 

We thank him for his service to our 
Nation and Virginia, and wish him and 
his family every success in his new as-
signment.∑
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BRIGADIER GENERAL JARED P. 
KENNISH 

∑ Mr. REED. Mr. President, I rise 
today to recognize the accomplish-
ments of BG General Jared P. Kennish, 
Assistant Adjutant General for the 
Rhode Island Air National Guard. BG 
Kennish was awarded the Bronze Star 
Medal for meritorious achievement 
while serving as the commander of the 
376th Air Expeditionary Wing at Manas 
Air Base in Kyrgyzstan from November 
16, 2002 to April 16, 2003 in support of 
Operation Enduring Freedom. 

BG Kennish was recognized by the 
United States Air Force for contrib-
uting ‘‘significantly to the over-
whelming success of air and ground op-
erations against the Taliban and al-
Qaeda terrorist networks throughout 
Afghanistan.’’ He led one of the most 
diverse and multifunctional air wings 
ever assembled, combining the oper-
ations of F–16s, KC–135s, KC–10s, C–130s 
and Puma helicopters from the Air 
Forces of the United States, Denmark, 
Holland, Italy, Norway and Spain. BG 
Kennish was also recognized as a ‘‘true 
global mobility visionary’’ whose self-
less efforts in support of joint air oper-
ations during Operation Enduring 
Freedom ‘‘will be a model for future 
contingencies.’’ 

BG Kennish’s accomplishments 
throughout Operation Enduring Free-
dom are no surprise to the great state 
of Rhode Island. Throughout a career 
of exemplary service that has spanned 
over 37 years in the United States Air 
Force and the Rhode Island Air Na-
tional Guard, BG Kennish has left his 
positive imprint in every job he has 
performed. From service throughout 
Operations Desert Shield and Desert 
Storm in 1991, to operational deploy-
ments in northern Iraq and Mombasa, 
Kenya, to command of the 143rd Airlift 
Wing, Rhode Island Air National 
Guard, BG Kennish has been a shining 
example of professional excellence of 
whom all Rhode Islanders are rightly 
proud. 

I echo the praise of the United States 
Air Force in recognizing BG Kennish 
with the award of the Bronze Star 
Medal. I ask my colleagues to join with 
me today, July 29, 2003, in thanking BG 
Kennish on behalf of a grateful Nation 
for his selfless service to our country.∑
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TRIBUTE TO DR. VICTOR 
WESTPHALL 

∑ Mr. DOMENICI. Mr. President, I rise 
today to honor a wonderful man, Dr. 
Victor Westphall, who passed away 
July 22. Dr. Westphall dedicated his life 
to recognizing and celebrating the 
service and sacrifice of our Vietnam 
veterans. 

Dr. Westphall’s dedication to fallen 
heroes was not surprising because he 
too was a veteran. He entered the 
United States Navy in 1943 as an En-
sign and served in the South Pacific 
during World War II. During this time, 
he was responsible for setting up mes-
sage centers to allow front-line com-
munication. After 3 years and two full 
stripes in the Navy, Dr. Westphall 
moved with his wife and his two sons 
to New Mexico. He earned his doctorate 
in history at the University of New 
Mexico and eventually became a lead-
ing author and expert on Southwest 
American history. 

On a most painful day in May of 1968, 
Dr. Westphall received word that his 
son, David, had been killed in Vietnam. 
David, a Marine lieutenant, died with 
12 of his men in an ambush near Con 
Thien. Soon after, Dr. Westphall was 
determined to draw some good out of 
this tragic event. He decided to use the 
life insurance payment from his son’s 
death to build the Vietnam Veterans 
Peace and Brotherhood Chapel in Angel 
Fire, NM. Although Dr. Westphall 
struggled to find financial support to 
help build the memorial, he remained 
dedicated to the project, and in 1971, 
the first monument to pay homage to 
Vietnam veterans in the United States 
was formally dedicated. 

The Vietnam Veterans Peace and 
Brotherhood Chapel stands as a majes-
tic tribute to our veterans who served 
in Vietnam. Dr. Westphall hired a 
Santa Fe architect to design a beau-
tiful white chapel with gentle curves 
sweeping 50 feet upward toward the 

sky. This serene memorial overlooks 
the sacred Moreno Valley, just below 
New Mexico’s 13,000 foot Wheeler Peak. 
It offers visitors the opportunity to re-
member those who served their Nation 
proudly in the Vietnam War in a peace-
ful and spiritual setting. The Chapel’s 
eternal flame illuminates this hallowed 
place for quiet meditation. 

I often remember a touching story 
that Dr. Westphall occasionally re-
counted about the Chapel. When the 
memorial was first opened, the Chapel 
would close nightly. However, one 
morning Dr. Westphall found a message 
left by a young veteran on the door: ‘‘I 
needed to come in and you locked me 
out.’’ Since then, the Chapel remained 
open every hour of every day. 

Like the Chapel, Dr. Westphall was 
always there for our Nation’s veterans. 
I salute Dr. Westphall’s lifetime of 
service and devotion to our veterans, 
and I am proud and honored to have 
had him as a friend. He gave his son, 
his time, his money, his property, and 
life to honor our fallen heroes. 

As a fitting tribute, I end with the 
inscription at the entrance to his son’s 
Chapel, now called the Vietnam Vet-
erans National Memorial:
The Ultimate Curse 
Greed plowed cities desolate 
Lusts ran snorting thru the streets 
Pride reared up to desecrate 
Shrines, and there were no retreats. 
So man learned to shed the tears 
With which he measures out his years.

—Victor David Westphall III∑

f 

MESSAGE FROM THE HOUSE 
At 12:06 p.m., a message from the 

House of Representatives, delivered by 
Ms. Niland, one of its reading clerks, 
announced that pursuant to section 
2(a) of the National Cultural Center 
Act (20 U.S.C. 76h(a)), amended by Pub-
lic Law 107–117, and the order of the 
House of January 8, 2003, the Speaker 
appoints the following Member of the 
House of Representatives to the Board 
of Trustees of the John F. Kennedy 
Center for the Performing Arts: Mr. 
KENNEDY of Rhode Island. 

The message also announced that 
pursuant to 36 U.S.C. 2301, and the 
order of the House of January 8, 2003, 
the Speaker appoints the following 
Members of the House of Representa-
tives to the United States Holocaust 
Memorial Council: Mr. LANTOS of Cali-
fornia and Mr. FROST of Texas. 

The message further announced that 
pursuant to 14 U.S.C. 194(a), and the 
order of the House of January 8, 2003, 
the Speaker appoints the following 
Member of the House of Representa-
tives to the Board of Visitors to the 
United States Coast Guard Academy: 
Mr. FILNER of California.
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EXECUTIVE AND OTHER 
COMMUNICATIONS 

The following communications were 
laid before the Senate, together with 
accompanying papers, reports, and doc-
uments, and were referred as indicated:
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